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three clever sisters, Charlotte, Emily
and Anne Bronte, whose lives were
spent almost entirely among these
gloomy surroundings.

Stories, poetry and essays contri-
buted by each of these children were
cleverly illustrated by their artistic
brother Branwell.

Tastes in Common.

Their father, the Rector, although an
Irishman, was moody by nature, and
became more depressed and short-
tempered as his troubles came. Less
than a year after the family had come
to Haworth from Bradford, where his
six children had been born, he lost his
wife, and the two elder girls contracted
consumption while at boarding school,
and died shortly after.

Charlotte Bronte, now the eldest,
felt keenly the responsibility of her
position ; her only brother was a great
worry to them all. Every spare penny
had been spent to send him to London
to study art, but he was a failure in
every way. After his early death, Mr.
Bronte grew bitter, and the three
sisters had to depend upon themselves
to make the best of their lives. They
had many tastes in common ; all loved
books and longed to write. They could
only be educated at a second-rate
boarding-school, and Charlotte helped
the family finances by acting as part
governess during her last years at
Cowand Bridge School. This is prob-
ably the "Lowood" she describes so
minutely in " Jane Eyre."

Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell.

On her return to Haworth, the three
sisters collected the poems they had
written. They published under the
names of " Currer," " Ellis" and
" Acton " Bell (using their initials), as
they did not wish to be known. The
book was not a success, neither was
Charlotte's first novel. Still she did
not give in, but sent in another she
had been writing from her own life
experience.

This was the famous " Jane Eyre,"

one of the strongest novels ever written.
Pathetic, emotional, vivid, full of life
as she had encountered it, the book
made a direct appeal to its readers.

"Wuthering Heights."

Both her sisters wrote. Emily had
even more talent than Charlotte. She
was very imaginative ; her tale called
" Wuthering Heights," was largely
autobiographical, and very cleverly
written. She was also the most
poetically gifted of the sisters. Anne
produced " Agnes Grey " and " The
Tenant of Wildfell Hall."

After the death of both her sisters,
within two years of her success, Char-
lotte married one of her father's curates,
yet even that happiness was short-
lived. In less than a year she died.

The tragic story has been written by
loving hands. Mrs. Gaskell, the author
of " Cranford, " was her friend. She
wrote " The Life of Charlotte Bronte,"
and this, like all her works, is stamped
with infinite skill. Elizabeth Cleghorn
Gaskell (1810-1865) is widely known if
only for her first work "Mary Barton/'
which portrayed Lancashire life so
realistically. She was brought up at
Knutsford, in Cheshire, and it is of this
place she wrote in her famous " Cran-
ford."

Another woman writer of the same
period was George Eliot (1819-1880),
for that was the pen-name of Mary Ann
or Marian Evans. She was born near
Nuneaton and kept house for her
widower father, whom we meet in
" Adam Bede." Though she was
interested in literary subjects early in
life, George Eliot had reached forty
years of age before she wrote "The
Mill on the Floss " and " Silas Marner."
Her works are unsurpassed for the
living characters they contain and rank
very high among English fiction.

Charles Kingsley
While Dickens was writing novels to
attract people into realising that many
public institutions needed improve-
ment, Charles Kingsley also was writing